NEW HORIZON TOURS

THE BEST OF GUATEMALA AND BELIZE 

Nov. 12 – Nov. 20, 2010

ANTIGUA – LAKE ATITLAN- GUATEMALA CITY- TIKAL

AMBERGRIS CAY- SAN PEDRO ISLAND
8 nights 9 days

ITINERARY

Nov.11 – Check in at LAX at 11:00 pm
Nov. 12 – (L, D)

1:30 am depart LAX on your flight to Guatemala City. Upon arrival, transfer to nearby colonial Antigua, a living museum and colonial masterpiece founded in 1542 (the original capital) and declared a World Cultural Heritage site by UNESCO in 1979. After a group lunch we’ll begin our included walking tour of charming Antigua. Cobblestone streets are testament to the grandeur that was 16th and 17th century Guatemala. We'll visit the main square, churches, monasteries and other important sites. Later you will have time to further explore on your own, or to shop at the colorful market. Later in the evening a group welcome dinner is planned.

 

Nov.13 – (B,L)

Departure in the morning to the hub of the Mayan highlands, -Chichicastenenago, -site of the most festive market in the land, a great gathering of thousands of Indians at a time. Browse the endless stalls heaped with crafts and textiles of every design; observe mask makers at a local workshop; and witness odd religious rites melding Catholic and pre-Colombian traditions.  Later in day we proceed to Lake Atitlan where we will be spending the night.

Nov.14 - (B,L)

Today we will sail across the lake by boat to the picturesque, lakeside village of Santiago, Atitlan. We’ll have lunch in Santiago. Later we will return to Guatemala City to our 5 star hotel for the next two nights - Vista Real.

 

Nov.15 (B, L)

Free morning in Guatemala City.  We have two optional tours:

1. Hking up to the Pacaya Volcano. After 1 ½ hr drive arrival at the climbing point, hike for approx one and a half hour to the crater. The ascending is from 1900 meters to 2500 meters (approx). There is the possibility to watch the lava rivers and the volcano activity. Recommend – tennis shoes and windbreaker $30 based on 15 going. Includes transportation, guide and entrance fee.

2. Visit to the Popol Vuh & Ixchel museum. Approx. $12. After lunch, will be an afternoon city tour of Guatemala City and return to hotel.

 

Nov.16 (B, L)

Morning flight (I hr.) to Flores.  Upon arrival, drive to Tikal, the ceremonial city of the classic Mayan civilization, considered one of the most significant archeological sites in the Americas. This great Mayan site, restored over the past quarter-century, is an ancient site of towering temples, with sophisticated stone dwellings reflecting the splendor of a 2,500 year-old civilization.  Lunch is included on site. Later in the afternoon we will board our chartered bus for Belize City. Our hotel in Belize City is the Belize Biltmore.

 

Nov.17 (B,) 

Optional Tour: $66 (for those not doing this they will be able to leave early to San Pedro)

Morning departure for a very exciting adventure of “Cave Tubing”. Enter an exciting realm where rivers disappear into the underworld as you float on inner tubes with only your headlamp to lead the way. Glide past entrances from above, filtering mists of jungle light, as you float through underground river caves sparkling with mica-studded stalactites and stalagmites filled with 1,000-year-old pottery shards, statues of fertility gods and Mayan footprints. Continue past an underground waterfall leading into the "Crystal Cathedral", a spiritual place used by the ancient Maya. Lunch is included.

www.discoverybelize.com Click on tours then on rainforest adventures.

After our cave tubing adventure we’ll board our boats to Ambergris Caye, Belize’s great launch site for explorations of the world’s second longest barrier reef.  We’ll arrive at the island hub of San Pedro and proceed to your bare-foot resort nestled among the tall swaying palms on the white sand beaches. Our next 3 nights are at the Sun Breeze Hotel.

 

Nov.17 – Nov.20 (Breakfast included two of the three days)

Days at leisure to enjoy this fabulous resort. You can soak up the sun on the beach; do some of the finest snorkeling and scuba diving (the famous blue hole) in the world.

There will be many optional excursions to choose from, e.g. snorkeling, scuba diving, fishing and sailing trips. I have group rates from Aqua Dives – www.aquadives.com 

Nov.19 - FAREWELL DINNER

Nov.20 

Afternoon transfer to Belize City in preparation for our evening departure to LAX.
